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HMSWORTII  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  COI/EflTTSE  1967/68 


Crs.  H.  Bate,  39  Gargrave  Crescent,  Hemsworth. 

W.M.  Burke,  9 Newall  Crescent,  Fitzwilliam. 

J.P.  Donelan,  2 Wakefield  Road,  Kinsley. 

J.  Donlon,  5 Mount  Avenue,  Hemsworth. 

J.  Fisher,  64  Chantry  Croft,  Kinsley. 

J.H.  Freeman,  50  Station  Road,  Hemsvrorth. 

Mrs.  E.  Hardy,  27  Ashfield  Road,  Hemsworth. 

A.  Howey,  8 Norwood  Road,  Hemsv/orth. 

J.  Matthews,  27  Common  Road,  Kinsley. 

P.J.  Newton,  "School  House",  First  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 
O.J.  Powell,  29  Moorshutt  Road,  Hemsworth. 

J.F.  Starling,  47  Grove  Lane,  Hemsworth. 

C.  Thompson,  1 Central  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 

H.D.  White,  6 Whin  Close,  Hemsworth. 

A.  Woodall,  2 Grove  Terrace,  Hemsworth. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


John  S.  Walters,  M.C.,  M.B., 

Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health 


Edith  E.  Cromb,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


C.H.  Seal,  M.A.P.H.I 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMS'- lORTH 


Public  Health  Department, 

Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HE1SU0RTH , Pont  e f rac  t . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  health 
services  in  your  district  for  the  year  1967* 

The  report  follows  the  pattern  of  previous  years  being  in  three  parts,  the 
first  of  which  is  statistical  and  deals  with  factual  information  on  population, 
births,  deaths  and  infectious  diseases  in  the  Urban  District.  In  the  second 
part  the  operation  of  the  personal  health  services  within  the  geographical 
boundaries  of  the  Kemsworth  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  administered  by  me  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Council  is  presented  and,  where  thought  desirable,  is  commented  upon. 

The  third  part  of  the  report  is  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
deals  with  the  work  of  his  department  and  our  reports  complement  each  other. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  is  15*820,  a 
reduction  of  20  on  the  previous  year.  This  contrasts  with  an  increase  of  590  in  the 
previous  year,  and  I cannot  but  feel  that  this  is  a statistical  adjustment  rather 
than  a sudden  reversal  of  population  trends. 

There  were  273  live  births,  11  fewer  than  the  year  before,  while  the  stillbirths 
increased  from  3 to  6. 

The  infant  deaths  remain  unchanged  at  6 and,  happily,  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths.  Deaths  from  all  causes  showed  a reduction  of  39  and  numbered  179* 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  was  only  half  that  of  the 
previous  year  as  a result  of  the  marked  diminution  in  the  incidence  of  measles. 

There  were  3 new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  added  to  the  register 
during  the  year,  and  at  the  year  end  the  number  on  register  was  unchanged. 
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The  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  well  attended  and  have  continued  to 
provide  a service  both  popular  and  useful.  Only  one  ante-natal  clinic  with  a 
Local  Authority  Medical  Officer  in  attendance  continued  during  the  year  and  this 
at  the  express  wish  of  the  local  general  practitioners.  Elsewhere  the  midwifery 
staff  ran  relaxation  and  information  classes  in  the  clinic  buildings. 

In  the  field  of  Health  Visiting,  the  help  and  guidance  of  the  highly  trained 
staff  continue  to  be  in  demand  while  the  Home  Nurses'  skills  were  required  by  a 
greater  number  of  cases  for  a greater  number  of  visits. 

A similar  increase  in  demand  for  domestic  help  necessitated  an  allocation  of 
the  equivalent  of  10  full  time  Home  Helps  from  the  County  Central  Pool  in  addition 
to  the  48  allocated  to  the  Division  on  a population  basis. 

The  chiropody  service  was  also  much  in  demand  and  there  was  a gradual  move 
from  providing  a service  on  an  agency  basis  to  a direct  service  run  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Home  loan  of  nursing  equipment  also  increased,  a3  did  the  use  of  the  ambulance 
service. 

The  community  care  of  the  mentally  handicapped  and  disturbed  continued  to 
develop  quietly  and  effectively. 

There  has  been  good  liaison  with  the  two  other  branches  of  the  three-part 
medical  services,  Hospital  and  General  Practice,  and  there  has  been  no  need  for 
action  under  the  several  sections  of  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

During  the  year  it  became  possible  to  introduce  in  a limited  way  the  provision 
of  a Cervical  Cytology  Service  and,  as  the  number  of  specially  trained  hospital 
technicians  increases,  it  will  bo  possible  in  the  future  to  meet  the  undoubted  need 
and  demand  for  this  service. 

The  report  also  gives  details  of  the  vaccination  and  immunisation  procedures 
undertaken  during  the  year,  together  with  an  assessment  of  the  number  of  children 
who  are  considered  to  bo  protected  against  various  infectious  diseases. 
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The  examinations  undertaken  in  the  School  Health  Service,  together  with 
the  resulting  findings  and  details  of  Consultant  Clinics  and  other  specialised 
services  have  also  been  included. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  I wish  to  thank  you  and  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  your  continuing  interest  and  support  year  by  year  and  for  the 
helpful  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  in  their  various  departments. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.S.  './ALTERS,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistical  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  of  the  District  4163  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year)  15,820 

Rateable  Value  (at  31.12.67)  £270,273 

Product  of  Id.  Rato  (at  31.12.67)  £1,068 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.67)  4594 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Vital  Statistics 


Male 


Female 


131  114 

20  8 


151 


122 


Percentage  of  illegitimate  births;  10.3$ 
LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Crude 
Adj us ted 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


17.3  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
16.2  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Male 


Female 


Still  Birth  Rate  22.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 


Total  Live  and  Still  Births  Male  Female 

154  125 

INFANT  DEATHS  (total  under  1 year) 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  2 1 

Illegitimate  1 2 


3 3 


INFANT  DEATHS  (under  4 weeks) 

5 Male  Femal e 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 2 


Total 


245 

28 


273 


Total 

6 


6 


Total 

279 

Total 

3 

3 

6 


Total 

2 

3 


3 


2 


5 
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INFANT  DEATHS  (under  1 week) 

Male 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 


Female  Total 

1 3 

1 


3 


1 


4 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  1 year  of  age)  22.0  per  1,000  total  live  births. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  4 

weeks)  18.3  per  1,000  total  live  births. 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(infants  under  1 week)  14*6  per  1,000  total  live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  1 week  and  stillbirths  combined) 

36.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births. 

MATERNITY  MORTALITY  - NIL 


DEATHS  (all  age  groups)  Male 


Female 


DEATH  RATE 


81 


98 


Crude  11. 3 per  1,000  total  population. 

Adjusted  11.2  per  1,000  total  population. 


Total 

179 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


BIRTH  RATE  (adjusted) 

1211 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1261 

Urban  District 

16.2 

16.9 

16.6 

18. 4 

20.0 

West  Riding 

18.2 

18.2 

18. 4 

18. 7 

18.3 

England  and  Wales 

17.2 

17.7 

18.0 

I8.4 

18.2 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

Urban  District 

22.0 

10.5 

25.4 

43.6 

28.1 

West  Riding 

15.2 

14.4 

16.0 

17.6 

18. 7 

England  and  Wales 

14.8 

15.4 

15.7 

16.3 

17.3 

DEATH  RATE  (adjusted) 

Urban  District 

11.2 

12.8 

11.4 

14.2 

12.8 

West  Riding 

12.0 

12.9 

12.4 

12.8 

13.3 

England  and  Wales 

11.2 

11-7 

11-5 

11.3 

12.2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Urban  District 

22.0 

21.1 

26.0 

24.6 

16.1 

West  Riding 

19.2 

19.8 

20.7 

22.2 

23.0 

England  and  ’Wales 

18.3 

19.0 

19.0 

20.0 

20.9 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables - 


Cause 

Male 

► ...  

Female 

- - - - - — - «r  - 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

4 

5 

lung  bronchus 

2 

4 

6 

breast 

- 

1 

1 

uterus 

- 

3 

3 

other  sites 

4 

6 

io  i 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

i 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

38 

51 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

8 

34 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

4 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

6 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

Bronchitis 

10 

6 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

f 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 i 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

i 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

1 Suicide  > 1 

» * . . - - 

1 

- ' • - 

— . — _ — — — _ . _ ,,r-  ir  ....  - - 

01 

98 

179 

o The  number  of  deaths  decreased  by  39  from  the  previous  year.  There  was  no 
particular  disease  which  showed  any  marked  reduction  in  incidence  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  Bronchitis  where  the  number  fell  from  24  to  16. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Infant  deaths  numbered  6,  of  which  4 occurred  in  the  first  24  hours.  There 
were  2 deaths  from  Broncho-pneumonia. 


Details  of  the  6 infant  deaths  are  as  follows? 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  Death 

1. 

30  minutes 

Male 

Prematurity. 

2. 

3 hours 

Male 

Prematurity. 

3. 

11  hours 

Male 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

4. 

1 day 

Female 

Prematurity. 

5. 

1 week 

Female 

Broncho,  pneumonia 

6. 

6 months 

Female 

Broncho  pneumonia 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISUSES 

t;jble  I 

Diseases  notified  in  Townships 


TABLE  g 

Cases  Notified  Month  by  Month 


Disease 

January 

I 

February 

& 

o 

A 

f 

April 

1 

<D 

' 

July 

74 

August 

r 1 

September 

r r 

October 

_ 

n 

o 

'a 

% 

o 

t25 

1 

i December  | 

L t 

m 

•l 

8 

E-t 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

... 

1 

... 

3 

Measles 

24 

10 

47 

43 

7 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

133 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 i 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

p 

2 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i i 

- 

- 

- 1 

3 « 

t 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

i 

- 

- 

X 

2 

1 

i 

i 

J 

TOTALS 

- --  

25 

12 

— 

49 

44 

10 

5 

1 

3 

i 

3 

1 

1 

k — - . — 4 

1 

154  ; 

.....  ...  ...  . • V 
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TABLE  3 


Cases  Classified  into  Age  Groups 


1 

Disease 

Under  1 year 

CO 

cj 

Q 

>> 

CM 

1 

rH 

CO 

n 

cj 

CJ 

>5 

•vj" 

r 

rO 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

CO 

u 

co 

0) 

>s 

rj- 

CM 

1 

IT\ 
r — 1 

25-34  years 

CO 

cti 

0 

1 

LT\ 

c<-> 



CO 

n 

CJ 

•'Ct* 

VO 

1 

LPv 

[ 65  years 

| and  over 

1 ! 

! totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

3 

Measles 

4 

32 

52 

43 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

133 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

! Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

! Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

7/hooping  Cough 

- 

, 3 

,nr,,  u 

2 

1 

_ 

k 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

r " 

1 

r * 

' ' T 

\ 

TOTALS 

V 

_ 5 

37 

,56 

,49 

. 3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

154 

The  number  of  notified  infectious  diseases  fell  from  305  to  154  - a fall  due  almost 
entirely  to  the  reduced  incidence  in  measles  which  was  absent  from  the  district  during 
the  second  half  of  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


| 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  s p i rat 0 ry 

Total 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

No.  of  c'.ses  on  Register  at 
commencement  of  year 

55 

37 

6 

11 

109 

No.  of  cases  restored  to 

Register 

No.  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year 

2 

1 

j 

3 

No.  of  cases  added  other  than 
by  notification 

1 

1 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  through? 

(a^  death 

3 

mm 

3 

(b)  recovered 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

(c)  left  district 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 j 

! No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  at  end  of  year 

55 

37 

6 i 

H 

iH 

i 

109 

Three  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  remaining  on  the 
register  at  the  year  end  was  unchanged. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  TIIE  VEST  RIDING  0?  YORKSHIRE 


HEALTH  DIVISION  NO.  23 


HEMS’; /ORTH  URBAN  PISTE! CT 


HEM3U0RTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  1967 


BY 


J . S . WALTERS , M.C.,  M.B. , Ch.B 


j. 


D.P.H. 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF  (at  31.12.6?) 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Pi vi sional  School  Medi c al  Officer 


JOHN  S.  WALTERS,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers 

Edith  E.  Cromb,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Senior). 

Josephine  Hayes,  M.B. , Ch.B. 

C.H.  Merry,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Clinic  Medical  Officer  (part-time) 

J.v7.  McRobert,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

School  Dental  Of ficers 


Mr.  J.  Morris,  L.D.S.  Mr.  K.U.  Nasir,  B.D.S. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  Visiting  and  Consultant  Staff 

R.W.L.  Calderwood,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

J.W.  Jordan,  M.D. , M.R.C.P.  Chest  Physician. 

J. D.  Pickup,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.II.  Paediatrician. 

K.  Prasher,  M.B. , B.Sc.,  D.O.  Ophthalmologist. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  D.  Marsh. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 


Mrs.  M.  Newton 

Miss 

N.  Miskell 

Mrs. 

N.  Cookcon 

Mrs.  D.  Lindsey 

Mrs. 

B.  Thorpe 

Miss 

M.  Kennington 

Miss  P.M.  Vamplew 

Mrs.  P.J.  Makinson 

Mrs . 

E.T.  Folan 

Mrs. 

V.  Firth 

Assistants  to  Health  Visitors 

Mrs.  D.  Clark 

Mrs.  D.M.  Sadler 

Mrs. 

B.K.  Hough 

Mrs. 

J.A.  Y/ilson 

Midwives 

Miss  S.  Blanchard 

Miss 

M.L.  Heyward 

Mrs. 

M.V.  Porter 

Mrs.V.  Crawford 

Mrs. 

L.  Jenkins 

Mrs. 

W.  Robinson 

Mrs . L . Allan 

Mrs. 

A.W.  Jones 

Mrs. 

B.  Hesketh 

Miss  F.  King 

Miss 

J.E.  Miles 

Home  Nurses 

Mrs.  G.  Bristow 

Mrs. 

J.  Kitchen 

Mrs. 

M.  Watson 

Mrs • J . 0 . Garr at  t 

Mrs. 

M.C.  Kitching 

Mrs . 

M.  Giles 

Mrs.  G.A.  King 

Mrs. 

E.R.  Leake 

Mrs. 

J.  Megson 

Mrs.  F.B.  Houghton 

Mrs. 

B.  Harrison 

Mrs. 

K.  Clayton 
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Mental  Health 


Mental  Welfare  Officers 


Mr.  E.A.  Johnson 
Mr.  P.  IToden 


HemsT/orth  Training  Centre 


Mrs.  A.  Ellis  (Supervisor) 

Mi  as  D.  Casey 

Mrs . I . Evans 

Mr.  L.I.  Wright 

Mrs.  S.M.  Greenslade 

Mrs.  M.  Herbert 

Miss  E.  Money 

Mr.  J.  Rollinson 


Speech  Therapist 

Chiropodists 


Mr.  N.  Eyre 
Mr.  J.L.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  S.  Hughes 


Miss  M.  Kersner 


Clerical  Staff 

Mr.  G.  Ellis  - Senior  Clerk 
Mr.  C.  Miles  - Deputy  Senior  Clerk 
Mr.  G.  Cooper 
Mrs.  P.M.  Blair 

Mrs.  I.  Hinchcliffe  (part-time) 

Mrs.  E.M.  Lip trot 

Mrs.  L.ii.  Jeffery 

Mrs.  W.  Theaker 

Mrs.  W.C.  Ventorn  (part-time) 

Mrs.  M.M.  Williams 
lire.  M.  Chappell 

I64  part-time  domestic  helps.-  caretakers , clinic  cleaners,  etc. 
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CASE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUl'IG  CHILDREN  AND  NURSING  SERVICES 


(a)  Child  Del fare  Clinics 


Details  of  attendance  at  the  11  child  v/elfare  dlinics  show  the  continuing 
popularity  of  this  useful  service. 

The  doctor  and  health  visitor  present  at  each  session  are  available  to  give 
advice  on  all  aspects  of  child  health  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  prevention 
of  illness.  Protective  inoculations  and  advice  on  problems  of  feeding  continue 
to  be  an  important  part  of  the  work. 

I would,  once  again,  like  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  the  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committees  associated  with  the  various  clinics, 
not  only  for  the  practical  assistance  they  provide  but  also  for  their  interest  in 
the  community  in  which  each  clinic  is  located. 


Address  of  Centre 

Day  of  Opening 

No . of  Children 
Attended  during 

Total 

Attendances 

the  Year 

Ackworth  C .W.  C . , 
Pontefract  Read. 
Ackworth . 

Wednesday  afternoon 
( fortnightly) 

Thursday  afternoon 
(fortnightly  toddlers) 

257 

1,902 

Fitzwilliam  C . V; . 0 . . 
Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

176 

1,602 

Great  Houghton  C.U.C., 
Methodist  Church, 

Great  Houghton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

105 

662 

Grimethorpe  C.W.O., 

The  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

302 

1,960 

Hemswo  rt h C .V/ . C . , 

The  Clinic, 

Highfield  Road, 

Hemswo rth . 

Thursday  all  day 
(weekly) 

369 

3,129 

Havercroft  C.W.C., 
Parish  Hall, 

Havercroft . 

Tuesday  afternoon 
( weekly) 

183 

2,375 

Shafton  C.W.C., 
Methodist  Church, 
Shafton. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(Fortnightly) 

64 

535 

South  Elmsall  C.W.C., 
The  Clinic, 

West field  Lane, 

South  Elmsall. 

Monday  all  day 

Thursday  afternoon 

4th  in  each  month 
toddlers 

422 

2,652 
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Address  of  Centre 

Day  of  Opening 

No.  of  children 

Attended  During 

Total 

Attendances 

the  Year 

South  Hiendley  C.Y/.C  . , 
Methodist  Chapel, 

South  Hiendley. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

56 

471 

South  Kirkby  C.W.C., 

The  Clinic, 

Lydgate, 

South  Kirkby. 

Monday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

452 

2,691 

Upton  C.'.'.C., 
welfare  Hall, 

Upton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

1?6 

1,384 

Mobile  Clinic, 

Kirk  Smeaton. 

Friday  morning 
(fortnightly) 

10 

90 

2,572 

19,453 

Although  there  were  some  marked  changes  at  a few  clinics,  an  increased  number 
of  children  made  an  increased  number  of  attendances  during  the  year. 
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(b)  Ante-natal  Clinics 


As  explained  in  previous  reports,  only  the  Grimethorpe  Clinic  has  a Local 
Authority  Medical  Officer  in  attendance.  In  all  other  cases  the  midwife  is  in 
attendance  for  advice  and  relaxation  instruction. 

Brief  statistics  of  ante-natal  clinics  are  given  below;- 


Total  number  of 

Total 

Attendances 

Clinic 

Bay  of  Opening 

women  who  attended 

Drs. 

Relaxation 

during  1967 

Sessions  Sessions 

Grimethorpe  ANC 

The  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Hoad, 
Grimethorpe. 

Tuesday  morning 
(weekly) 

145 

939 

137 

Fitzwilliam  ANC, 
Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

37 

Nil 

136 

Hensworth  ANC, 

The  Clinic, 

Highfield  Road, 
Hemsr/orth. 

Wednesday  morning 
(weekly) 

18 

Nil 

137 

Havercroft  ANC , 
Parish  Hall, 
Havercroft. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

12 

Nil 

90 

South  Itirkby  ANC, 

The  Clinic, 

Lydgate, 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

53 

Nil 

0 

156 

South  Kirkby. 

TOTALS 

265 

939 

656 

; 
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(c)  Health  Visiting 


The  Health  Visiting  staff  continue  to  provide  skill,  knowledge  and  experience 
in  performing  their  main  duty  of  maintaining  a healthy,  happy  family  unit. 

The  responsibility  of  ensuring  necessary  supportive  services  for  an  increasing 
number  of  elderly  citizens  continues  to  occupy  much  of  the  health  visitors'  time  and, 
at  the  same  time,  she  has  important  statutory  duties  to  infants  and  school  children. 

The  summary  of  visits  and  attendances  gives  some  indication  of  the  scope  and 
volume  of  the  health  visitors  work. 

Total  visits  tos  Children  born  in  1967  5 >797 

Children  bom  in  1966  4 >401 

Children  born  in  1964-65  6,251 

Tuberculosis  households  212 

aged  65  and  over  excluding 

home  help  visits  2,388 

Visit  to  home  help  cases  7 >454 

Other  cases  370 

Problem  families  541 

Clinic  sessions  1>917 

(d)  Midwifery 

There  were  407  domiciliary  confinements,  56  fewer  than  in  1966.  This  fall 
reflects  a policy  of  maximum  use  of  available  maternity  beds  for  priority  groups. 

The  domiciliary  midwives  also  attended  631  mothers  who  were  confined  in 
hospital  but  were  discharged  before  the  tenth  day. 

The  notified  births  in  the  division  totalled  1,289. 

Illegitimate  Children 

59  cases  were  especially  dealt  with  during  the  year.  There  were  39  single 
women  for  many  of  whom  a three  month  stay  in  moral  welfare  home  was  arranged  and 
the  County  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Age  Group  of  Mothers 

Care  of  Baby 

15-19  years 

18 

Adopted 

2 

20-24  years 

23 

Baby  fostered 

Nil 

25-29  years 

11 

To  care  of  grandparents 

1 

30-39  years 

7 

Kept  by  mother 

52 

40  and  over 

Nil 

Baby  died 

4 
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59 


59 


Premature  Infants 


111  babies  weighing  5'i  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  were  notified  in  the  division  in 
1967.  Details  are  as  follows:- 


Died  Within  Survived 


Place  of  Birth 

Total 

Stillborn 

Alive 

24  hrs. 

1 week 

4 weeks 

over  4 weeks 

Home 

17 

2 

15 

1 

- 

- 

14 

Hospital 

94 

13 

01 

A 

2 

- 

75 

111 

15 

96 

5 

2 

— 

99 

(e)  Home  Pursing 

There  was  an  increase  of  57  in  the  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year. 


Brief  statistics  are  given  below: 


Cases 

Visits 

TOTAL 

1,660 

36,900 

Patients 

aged  65  and  over  included  above 

678 

22,290 

Patients 

who  received  more  than  24  visits 

356 

27,349 

OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Domestic  Helps 

The  Division  is  allocated  the  equivalent  of  40  full  time  home  helps  each  week, 
but  the  demand  for  the  service  continued  to  increase  and  it  was  again  necessary  to 
draw  from  the  reserve  county  pool  and  during  the  year  the  equivalent  of  58.1  full 
time  staff  had  been  continuously  employed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  142  part-time  workers  were  employed  in  the  service. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  increased  by  34  mid  the  total  number  of  hours 
allocated  increased  by  6,972. 


The  number  and  type  of  cases  helped  are  as  follows 


Type 

Aged  $5  and  over 
Under  65  years: 

( 


LaJ  Chronic  sick  and  T.B. 
'b)  Maternity 
c)  Others 


No . of  Cases 


Total  Hours  Employed 


754 

107,389 

67 

8,163 

8 

502 

41 

4,289 

570 

120,840 
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(b)  Chiropody 

Statistics  are  given  below; - 


Agcncy  Services 


(llemsworth  and  District 
Old  Peoples  /elf are 
Association) 

Total  patients  treated 

Total  treatments  given 


Direct  Service 


At  Surgery  At  Home 
or  Clinic 


100  40 

476  202 


At  Surgery 

or  Clinic 


At  Home 


Services  arranged  at 
West  Riding  Clinics 

Total  patients  treated  945  501 

Total  treatments  given  3 >914  2,202 


Type  of  Case 

Pensioners  Physically  Hand. 


140 


0 


Type  of  Case 

Pensioners  Physically  Hand. 


1,405  41 


The  increasing  provision  of  direct  service  both  at  local  authority  clinics  and 
in  the  patients  home  with  a reduction  in  that  provided  through  Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Association  continued  through  the  year. 


(c)  Loan  of  Hursing  Equipment 


Considerable  stocks  of  nursing  equipment  ranging  from  bedding  to  wheel  chairs 
are  held  by  home  nurses  and  at  the  Health  Department  for  the  issue  on  loan  to 
patients  being  nursed  at  home.  In  all  20  different  items  are  stocked  and  many  more 
can  be  obtained  from  central  supplies  at  short  notice. 


Some  340  loans  w^re  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  63  on  the  previous  year. 


(a)  Ambulance  Service 


All  ambulance  calls  in  the  Division  are  dealt  with  by  the  South  Kirkby  Depot  • 
the  service  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  who  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  the  South  Kirkby  Depot s- 


Outpatients 

29,425 

Admissions 

3,672 

Discharges 

1,939 

Transfers 

673 

Accident  patients 

718 

Total  patients 

36,427 

Stretcher  cases 

3,794 

Sitting  cases 

32,633 

Mileage  travelled 

284,037 
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Staff  Details 


Station  Officer 

1 

Driver/ Attendants 

37 

Telephonist 

1 

No.  of  vacancies 

10 

(e)  Cervical  Cytology 

Daring  the  year,  arrangements  ware  made  with  the  laboratory  at  St.  James' 
Hospital,  Leeds,  for  a number  of  smear  tests  to  bo  taken.  The  service  is  still 
restricted  due  to  a shortage  of  hospital  technicians  qualified  in  the  expert 
examination  required,  but  it  is  hoped  that  we  can  expand  the  service  as  more 
qualified  technicians  are  appointed  to  the  hospital  service. 

During  the  year  205  woman  attended  appointment  sessions  at  the  Grimethorpe, 
Hemsworth  and  South  Elnsall  Clinics.  1 case  was  referred  for  further  examination 
by  a consultant. 

(f)  Mental  H alth  Services 

The  development  of  community  care  of  the  mentally  disordered  reported  in 
previous  years  continued;  210  mentally  ill  and  15  subnormal  patients  wo re  referred 
for  care. 


The  numbers  of  p 

atient3 

under 

care  at 

31.12.67  were 

as  follows?- 

Mentally  ill 

Psychopath 

Subnormal 

Severely 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Subnormal 

Totals 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Under 

Over 

16 

16 

Attending 

Training  Centro 

— 

_ 

— 

14 

28 

7 

0 

57 

Receiving  home 
visits  (not  included 
above) 

132 

1 

0 

64 

12 

12 

229 

mm 

132 

— 

1 

22 

92 

19 

20 

286 

(g)  Hational  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47) 

No  case  necessitated  action  under  the  section  of  the  above  Act  during  the  year. 
VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  1967  was  as  follows s- 


Age  Groups 


Under  1-2  2-4  5-14 

1 year  years  years  years 


15  years 
& over 


TOTALS 


Primary  vaccination  10  48 

Re-vaccination  - - 


90  46  30  232 

5 .*30  129  164 
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(c)  vaccination  against  poliqaiyelitis 


Oral  Vaccine  - Primary  Vaccinations 

Bom  in  Years 

1967 
19  66 
1965 
1964 
1960-63 

Others  under  16 
Others  over  16 


. of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  1967 
who  completed  3 oral  vaccinations 

104 

625 

7 6 

50 

152 

60 

97 

1,252 


No.  of  persons  given  a fourth  booster  oral 

vaccination  during  the  year  981 

Total  number  of  persons  now  protected 

3 injections  or  3 oral  29,600 

(c)  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 
(i)  Contact  Scheme 

All  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  sought  and  offered  skin  testing 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  if  necessary.  This  is  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physician 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

All  those  negative  to  skin  tests  are  offered  vaccination. 

No.  Skin  Tested  No,  Negative  N 0 , Va c c inat c d 

124  37  37  also  4 babies 

vaccinated  but 
not  skin  tested. 

Details  of  those  vaccinated  wore  as  follows s- 

Under  1 year  1-5  .years  5-15  .yeo-rs  Over  15  .years  TOTAL 

16  13  10  2 41 
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(ii)  Schoolchildren 


Skin  testing  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  schoolchildren  in  or 
about  their  13th  year.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1967  are  as  follows s- 


No.  offered  tuberculosis  testing  and 

vaccination  if  necessary  1,005 

No.  of  acceptances  831 

Percentage  of  acceptances  83$ 

No,  actually  tested  747 

Result  of  test;  positive  36 

negative  659 

not  ascertained  52  Total  747 

Percentage  positive  5$ 

No.  vaccinated  650 

(d)  Diphth  oria  Immunisation 

Immunisation  carried  out  during  1967 


Children  Bom  in  Years 


No.  of  children  who 

12& 

1966 

1965 

12& 

1963 

1950-62 

1253=21 

TOTAL 

completed  a full 
course  of  primary 
immunisation 

379 

481 

28 

22 

24 

201 

29 

1,244 

Total  No.  of  children 
given  booster 
injections 

10 

29 

15 

40 

75i 

111 

956 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  children  within  the  Division 
under  the  age  of  15  years  who  have  been  protected  against  diphtheria: - 


Course  Completed 
in  years 

Under 

1 year 

1-4  years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

Total  under 
15  years 

1963-67 

379 

3,433 

3,730 

1,174 

0,724 

1962  or  earlier 

— 

308 

3,045 

3,933 
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(e)  Whooping  Cough  Inmuni 3 at ion 

Immunisation  carried  out  during  1967 


A&l  at  final  in.joction  No.  of  children  who  completed  a full  course 


Under  6 months 

530 

6 months  to  one  year 

207 

1-2  years 

54 

2-3  years 

22 

3-4  years 

19 

920 


Y/hooping  Cough  immunisation  is  only  given  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  4 years 
but  the  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  protected  since  the  scheme  began. 

Under  15 

10-14  years  Years 

TOTAL 

2,497  10,203 

(f)  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Age  at  31-12.67 


unaer 
1 year 

379 


1-4  years 

3,426 


5-9  years 

3,901 


Lnmunisation  carried  out  during  the  years - 

Children  Bom  in  Years 


1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

mi 

1958-62 

19.5..3-.51 

TOTAL 

Primary  Course 

379 

401 

28 

22 

24 

301 

103 

1,338 

Booster  Injections 

— 

10 

29 

15 

40 

745 

232 

1,071 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

During  the  year  3,527  children  were  examined  at  school.  545  were  found  to 
require  treatment,  193  being  for  defective  vision. 

(b)  Handicapped  Pupils 

27  children  wore  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treatment , beyond 
the  resources  of  the  ordinary  school.  Details  of  recommendations  are  as  follows ;- 

11  to  special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  children. 

6 to  special  schools  for  delicate  children. 

1 to  a special  school  for  physically  handicapped  children. 

6 to  a special  school  for  maladjusted  children. 

1 to  a special  school  for  the  deaf. 

1 to  a special  school  for  epileptic  children. 

1 to  a special  school  for  partially  sighted  children. 
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(c)  Consultant  Clinics 


Specialist  Eye,  Orthopaedic  and  Paediatric  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Hemsworth 
Clinic  by  arrangement  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  details  are  as 
follows s- 

Byo  Clinics 


Ho.  of  children  who  attended 
during  19 67 


No.  of  pupils  for  whom  glasses 
were  prescribed 


974 


462 


No.  of  clinics  held  during 
the  year 


50 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 

No.  of  sessions  held  during 

1967 


0 


No.  of  children  who  attended 


55 


No.  of  children  referred  from 
the  clinic  for  operative  treat 
ment  as  short  stay  cases 


4 


Paediatric  Clinic 


No.  of  sessions  held  during  1967  No.  of  children  who  attended 


0 


51 


Total  Attendances 

67 


Speech  Therapy 

Our  part-time  speech  therapist  held  127  sessions  during  the  year,  treating 
66  children.  27  children  were  discharged,  24  speech  normal,  2 speech  improved, 
and  1 unsuitable  for  treatment. 
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(e)  Special  Medical  Examinations 


In  addition  to  the  normal  school  and  clinic  work,  tho  Divisional  Medical 
Staff  also  carried  out  59  examinations  of  entrants  to  Training  Colleges  and  18 
examinations  under  the  Employment  of  Children  Regulations. 

(f )  Minor  Ailment  Clinics 


These  are  held  at  clinics  and  schools  throughout  the  Division  and  during  the 
year  43  pupils  were  treated  by  health  visitors. 


(g)  Infestation  with  Vermin 


The  health  visitors  co.rried  out  cleanliness  inspections  in  each  school  at 
least  once  per  term  during  1967.  20,396  inspections  were  carried  out  and  327 

children  were  found  to  be  infested. 

(h)  Audiometry 

During  the  year  695  children  were  tested  by  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
and  Health  Visitors.  Of  these  26  children  were  either  referred  to  a Consultant 
E.N.T.  Surgeon  or  to  the  Doncaster  Audiology  Clinic  for  further  investigation. 
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HEMS WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  BIS  HECTOR'S  ANNUAL 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  EI-IDING- 
31st  DECEMBER,  196?. 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

White  Hall, 

HEMSWORTH . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  for  your  approval  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
your  district  for  the  year  1967-.  This  is  my  18th  Annual  Report. 

The  urban  area  extends  over  4,163  acres,  comprises  the  townships  of  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam,  and  had  an  estimated  mid-year  population  of  15,820,  which 
showed  a decrease  of  20  on  the  previous  year. 

The  district  is  on  the  fringe  of  the  South  Yorkshire  Coalfield  and  the 
predominent  Industry  is,  of  course,  coal-mining,  with  which  the  majority  of 
households  have  some  direct  connection.  There  are  a number  of  small  factories, 
shops  and  offices  employing  female  labour  within  the  district,  but  many  women 
and  girls  are  obliged  to  travel  to  places  of  employment  in  adjoining  towns. 

I have  divided  this  report  into  four  main  sections  as  follows :- 

1.  Housing  and  General  Sanitary  Administration. 

2.  Food  Administration  and  Inspection. 

3.  Air  Pollution. 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Staff  difficulties  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year  when  Mr.  P.  Firth, 
the  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  joined  the  Department  in  June,  1966, 
took  up  an  appointment  with  another  Authority  during  October;  his  successor  was 
appointed  in  November  but  did  not  commence  his  duties  with  the  Council  until 
March,  1968.  Mr.  P.  Lonsdale  continued  his  studies  as  a Student  Public  Health 
Inspector  throughout  the  year. 

SECTION  I 

!.  HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


No.  of  houses 

Estimated 

Average  Nos 

within  the 

Mid-Year 

Persons  p< 

Urban  District^ 

Population 

House 

1967 

4594 

15,820 

3-4 

1966 

4605 

15,840 

3-4 

1958 

3022 

12,790 

4-2 

1921  (formation  of  U.D.C.) 

2089 

11,305 

5.4 

12  new  dwellings  were  built  and  occupied  during  1967  and  23  old  dwellings 
demolished,  resulting  in  a decrease  of . 11  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  4594  dwellings,  some  2,000  were  Council-owned:  722  were  directly  within 
the  control  of  the  National  Coal  Board:  approximately  1,050  were  owner/occupied 
and  820  were  let  by  owners  at  a weekly  rent. 


Only  12  new  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  within  the  district 
and  all  were  built  for  private  ownership  mainly  at  Lowfield  Road,  Hemsworth. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  private  developers  were  seeking  approval  for  the 
provision  of  further  dwellings  at  Lowfield  Road  and  for  the  development  of  a 
site  at  Butcher  Hill,  off  Station  Road,  Hemsworth. 

No  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  However,  consideration 
was  given  to  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  bungalows  on  sites  at  Hemsworth  and 
Kinsley.  Unfortunately,  while  the  Council  owned  land  for  building  purposes,  most 
of  it  was  not  immediately  available  due  to  unfavourable  mining  reports. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  a block  of  single  and  double  flatlets  to 
accommodate  older  persons  was  completed  by  the  Council  at  Fitzwilliam  Street, 

Kinsley*  and  was  officially  opened  under  the  name  of  Ings  House  on  the  2nd  of 
March,  1967*  They  are  two-storey  premises  controlled  by  a Warden  v/ho  occupies 
living  accommodation  within  the  building;  34  units  of  accommodation  are 
available,  all  of  which  are  centrally  heated.  This  block  of  flats  provides 
ideal  accommodation  for  many  elderly  people  and  the  Council  has  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  this  building. 

(c)  Existing  houses 

(i)  .Council  houses. 

Over  2,000  houses  and  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council  were  subject  to  maintenance 
by  the  Council’s  Direct  Works  Department  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council's 
Surveyor.  A good  proportion  of  these  houses  are  now  over  4-0  years  old  and 
maintenance  and  improvement  works  demand  considerable  attention;  in  addition,  it 
is  the  Council’s  practice  to  paint  these  houses  regularly  and  this  is  no  light 
undertaking  with  the  number  of  houses  involved. 

In  recent  years  the  Council  has  been  faced  with  the  problem  of  replacing 
aluminium  bungalows  on  the  Highfield  Estate  at  Hemsworth;  many  of  the  bungalows 
are  damp  and;  not  unnaturally,  the  tenants  are  anxious  to  take  up  alternative 
accommodation  as  soon  as  possible.  Progress  has  been  impeded  by  the  absence  of 
new  housing  construction  due  to  difficulties  already  mentioned. 

For  very  many  years  there  has  been  a demand  for  Council  house  accommodation 
within  the  district;  the  Council’s  policy  for  letting  its  houses  has  been  to 
formulate  "Points"  lists  based  on  factors  to  ensure  a fair  assessment  of  the 
needs  of  the  respective  applicants , and  this  policy  continued  throughout  the  year. 

(ii)  N.C.B.  owned  houses 

The  IT. C.B.  maintains  its  own  Direct  Works  Department  centred  at  Fitzwilliam 
for  maintenance  work  on  its  722  houses  within  the  urban  district.  Overall 
supervision  is  undertaken  by  the  Area  Estates  Department  operating  from  G-rimethorpe , 
but  the  day  to  day  attention  to  complaints  concerning  housing  defects  is  dealt 
with  at  Fitzwilliam,  and  dealt  with  most  ably  as  a general  rule.  Few  complaints 
concerning  housing  defects  were  received  during  the  year  from  tenants  of  N.C.B. 
houses,  which  may  be  some  measure  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  concerned. 

Improvements  to  N.C.B.  owned  houses  within  the  district  continued  during 
the  year  and  118  houses  were  "modernised";  improvements  carried  out  required 
extensions  and  some  internal  alteration  to  each  house  to  provide  bathroom 
accommodation  and  indoor  sanitary  accommodation.  The  N.C.B.  successfully  made 
application  to  the  Council  for  "Discretionary  Improvement  Grants " for  this  work. 

(iii)  Privately  owned  houses  - weekly  tenancies 

It  is  estimated  that  some  820  houses  were  occupied  on  a weekly  tenancy. 

Almost  all  these  houses  are  of  the  terrace-type  built  60  - 80  years  ago.  Where 
tenancies  were  created  before  1957s  "the  occupiers  continued  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
a "controlled"  rent  which  was  mainly  between  17s.  Od.  - 19s.  Od.  per  week. 

Tenancies  created  since  1957  have  enabled  owners  to  fix  much  higher  rents;  post 
1957  rents  are  approximately  30s.  Od.,  per  week  for  this  type  of  accommodation 
and  in  many  cases  the  houses  do  not  possess  a bath,  indoor  w.c,  or  oven  a constant 
supply  of  hot  water. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  600  houses  on  a weekly  tenancy  will  continue  in 
occupation  beyond  a further  13  years  although  it  is  accepted  that  this  figure  is  a 
reducing  one  due  to  the  tendency  for  houses  to  be  3old  rather  than  to  create  new 
tenancies.  However,  most  of  the  houses  are  without  modern  facilities  e.g.  indoor 
sanitation,  a bath  and  hot  water  facilities;  while  financial  assistance  is 
available  to  improve  these  properties,  owners  generally  will  not  voluntarily 
undertake  this  work.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this  is  that  many  of  the  owners  do 
not  have  the  capital  to  meet  the  costs  involved  and,  as  a result,  cannot  take 
advantage  of  the  12-^/b  payable  by  the  tenant  as  a weekly  rent  increase  on  the 
capital  costs  involved. 
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It  is  known  that  many  tenants  of  these  houses  would  welcome  works  of 
improvement  even  though  they  would  necessitate  rent  increases.  There  appears 
to  he  no  doubt  at  all  that  ultimately  the  Council  will  he  obliged  to  enforce 
improvements  to  this  type  of  house . 

Repair  works  to  these  houses  always  presents  a problem  by  way  of  enforcement. 
The  practice  is  for  the  tenant  to  complain  to  the  owner  when  repair  works  are 
required  and  the  matter  will  rest  there  until  the  owner  undertakes  the  necessary 
works  of  repair.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  owner  is  either  not  in  a position 
to  undertake  repair  works  or  ignores  the  tenant’s  complaint  and  the  tenant  will 
then,  if  he  is  aware  of  the  alternative,  make  complaint  to  this  Department. 
Inspections  follow  and  the  owner  is  served  with  the  necessary  Notice  requiring 
repair  works;  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  works  of  repair  are  then  carried 
out  by  the  owner  within  the  time  allowed  by  the  Notice.  A small  percentage  of 
owners  ignore  Notices  and  repair  works  have  then  to  be  enforced  after  resource 
to  the  Magistrates  Court.  It  is,  however,  remarkable  that  many  tenants  will 
endure  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  rather  than  make  complaint  as  a first 
step  to  remedying  housing  defects . 

Some  of  the  terraced  houses  both  at  Kemsworth  and  Kinsley  look  out  on  to 
unmade  streets  and  in  wet  weather  tenants  have  real  reason  to  complain  about 
muddy  conditions  underfoot.  Unfortunately,  financial  restrictions  imposed  by 
Government  Departments  on  capital  works  have  prevented  action  by  the  Council  to 
enforce  the  making-up  of  unmade  streets  in  recent  years. 

(iv)  JDwner- occupied  Jiouses 

Owners  of  these  houses,  of  course,  undertake  their  own  maintenance  works. 
Some  owners  experienced  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  local  contractors 
who  were  often  busily  engaged  elsewhere;  the  high  cost  of  repair  works  was  no 
mean  consideration. 

Many  owner-occupiers  of  terrace-type  houses  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
"Standard  Grant  Facilities"  allowing  financial  assistance  towards  the  provision 
of  an  indoor  w.c.,  bath  etc.,  but  during  the  year  only  dwellings  were 
improved  to  Standard  Grant  level. 

(v)  Sub - s t anda rd  houses 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  at  least  200  houses  within  the  district 
which  cannot  be  brought  up  to  a good  standard  of  condition  at  a reasonable 
cost.  They  are  in  tho  main  terrace-type  houses  built  80  - 100  years  ago  and 
they  have  simply  outlived  their  usefulness;  early  demolition  is  required. 
Unfortunately,  alternative  housing  accommodation  is  not  so  readily  available 
and  the  rate  of  clearance  of  these  properties  depends  entirely  upon  this. 

It  has  not  been  the  practice  for  the  Council  to  declare  an  area  of  this 
type  of  property  a "Clearance  Area"  due  to  the  difficulties  associated  with 
rehousing  large  numbers  of  tenants;  rather  has  action  been  taken  under  the 
individual  unfit  house  procedure  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957;  houses  have  been 
dealt  with  singly,  they  a.re  "closed"  and  ultimately  demolished  when  the 
opportunity  arises'.  This  procedure  is  slow  although  it  is.  effective;  the 
biggest  problem  is  with  empty  properties  awaiting  demolition  until  adjoining 
properties  are  vacated;  much  damage  occurs  by  vandals  and  a danger  presents 
itself  to  children  and  trespassers  in  and  about  such  premises. 

16  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year:- 

27  and  29  Market  Street,  Kemsworth 
19  and  20a  Little  Kemsworth,  Kemsworth 
30  and  32  Highfield  Road,  Kemsworth 
47  - 65  New  Street,  Kinsley  (10  houses) 

All  these  properties  were  severely  damaged  while  awaiting  demolition 
and  it  was  with  some  relief  that  demolition  work  was  completed. 
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A further  23  houses  were  "closed”  and  were  awaiting  demolition  at  the 
end  of  the  year:- 

40  and  46  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth 
30  and  32  Kirkby  Road,  Hemsworth 

3,  7,  11 , 19,  21  and  23  York  Street,  Hemsworth. 

4,  6,  10,  11,  12,  14,  13,  16,  17,  18  and  21  Outgang 
Terrace,  Kinsley. 

39  and  51  G-orton  Street,  Kinsley. 

Already  "closed"  and  awaiting  demolition  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
were : - 


24  26  and  28  Kirkby  Road,  Hemsworth 

42  and  44  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth 
3 High  Street,  Hemsworth 
36  Wakefield  Road  (Hew  Row)  Kinsley. 

28  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year  from  sub-standard  houses 
into  Council  owned  houses  or  bungalows. 

The  following  houses  are  likely  to  be  subjected  to  slum  clearance 
procedure  within  the  next  few  years 


HEMSWORTH 


3 - 19  High  Street 
2-28  High  Street 

1 - 3 Lilloy  Street 

2 - 8 Lilley  Street 

1 - 9 North  View 

10  - 48  Highfield  Road 
1 - 23  York  Street  . . 
1-33  Junction  Street 

West  End  Cottages 
22  - 34  Kirkby  Road  . . 


9 houses  (one  already  closed) 
14  houses 

3 houses 

4 houses 

5 houses 

18  houses  (four  already  closed) 
12  houses  (six  already  closed) 
17  houses 
2 houses 

7 houses  (five  already  closed) 
91  houses 


KIIIS  LEY 


10 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

22 


16  Ford  Street  . . . . . . . . 4 houses 

8 King  Street 4 houses 

15  King  Street  . „ . . . . . , 8 houses 

58  Wakefield  Road  (Hew  Row)  . . 29  houses 

22  Outgang  Terrace  . . . , . . 22  houses 

59  Gorton  Street  . . . . . 30  houses 

44  Bond  Street  . , . „ . . 12  houses 


109  houses 


(one  already  closed) 
(eleven  already  closed) 


The  rate  of  demolition  has  averaged  22  houses  annually  in  recent  years 
and  it  follows  that  some  of  the  houses  listed  will  not  be  given  attention  for 
several  years,  unless  the  clearance  rate  is  increased  considerably.  Intending 
purchasers  of  this  type  of  property  arc  always  advised  of  the  Council's 
likely  intentions  but  it  is  difficult  to  advise  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  when 
a certain  property  is  to  be  demolished. 


There  are,  of  course,  other  houses  within  the  district  which,  within  the 
next  few  years,  are  likely  to  pass  into  the  category  of  sub-standard  houses 
unless  owners  concerned  are  prepared  to  improve  them.  Properties  in  Bush  Street 
and  G-rove  Lane  at  Homsworth  are  typical  properties  and  intending  purchasers  are 
advised  accordingly. 

It  should  be  said  that  while  the  Council  have  not  been  building  houses  on 
any  scale  during  recent  years,  they  have  purchased  some  terrace-typo  houses  with 
vacant  possession  offered  to  them  by  the  owners  concerned  and  have  used  this  type 
of  house  to  assist  with  the  rehousing  of  tenants  from  sub-standard  properties. 


(d)  Overcrowding 


Three  cases  only  of  serious  overcrowding  were  known  to  exist  during  the 
year.  There  were  other  cases  where  there  was  statutory  overcrowding  in 
accordance  with  the  definition  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act  1957*  tut  in 
general  the  position  throughout  the  district  was  not  serious. 

(e)  Dangerous  buildings 

Unoccupied  buildings  were  a target  for  vandals  during  the  year  and  it  was 
eventually  necessary  to  demolish  premises  formerly  in  use  off  G-orton  Street , 
Kinsley,  by  the  Salvation  Army,  during  the  year.  Similar  demolition  work  was 
necessary  to  remove  a dangerous  structure  which  was  formerly  used  as  factory 
premises  at  Ditzwilliam  Street,  Kinsley. 

The  poor  condition  of  Low  Hall,  Hemsworth,  was  given  consideration  during 
the  year.  This  property  is  on  the  list  of  buildings  of  special  architectural 
or  historical  interest  but  unfortunately  a good  proportion  of  the  building  is 
defective.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Area  Planning  Officer  advised 
that  there  would  be  no  real  objection  to  pulling  down  Low  Ha.ll  if  there  wa3 
a proposal  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  site  concerned.  However,  the  premises 
remained  partly  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(f ) Tcnt3^_yans  _and  other  ,,  temporary;  ^housing  accommodation 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  for  this  type  of  accommodation  within  the 
district.  Itinerant  traders  take  temporary  possession  of  open  land  from  time 
to  time  as  they  pass  through  the  district  with  their  vans  but  they  presented 
no  serious  problem  at  any  time  during  the  year.  A joint  meeting  of 
representatives  of  the  West  hiding  County  Council,  Rural  Districts  and 
Urban  Districts,  called  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  was  held  during 
the  year  to  discuss  the  provision  of  a suitable  site  for  the  gypsy  population 
of  South  Yorkshire  but  succeeded  only  in  promoting  a good  deal  of  hostility 
to  the  suggestion. 

(g)  Common  Lodging  House 

Two  -storey  premises  in  Union  Street,  Hemsworth,  had  been  in  use  as  a 
male  lodging  house  for  many  years*  however,  in  the  past  few  years  there 
has  been  a steady  decline  in  the  numbers  of  men  using  these  promises  and  it 
was  inevitable  that  the  owners  would  be  obliged  to  close  them  down.  This 
occurred  during  the  year  when  the  remaining  throe  male  lodgers  wore  offered 
alternative  accommodation  by  the  Council  in  September. 

The  promises  undoubtedly  served  a most  useful  purpose  in  past  years. 

As  a matter  of  interest,  these  premises  have  now  been  converted  to 
warehouse  and  office  promises. 

2 • iJUISAIICL  TOSESCTIOITS 

A wide  variety  of  complaints  of  nuisances  wore  reported  and  investigated 
during  the  year.  While  no  serious  nuisances  prejudicial  to  health  appeared 
to  exist  within  the  district  sufficient  to  warrant  legal  proceedings  for 
their  abatement,  complaints  of  nuisance  by  noise  were  perhaps  the  most 
difficult  to  satisfy;  wireless  and  television  receivers  played  too  loud, 
chimes  from  ice-cream  vans  and  grain  dryers  at  local  farms  during  the  harvest 
season  were  examples  of  this  type  of  complaint  received  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  difficult  to  abate  quickly. 

3 • SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

(a)  The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  19&7‘ 


No.  of  houses  within  the  district  ..  . . 4594 

ITo.  of  houses  drained  to  sewers  ..  ..  4533 

No.  of  houses  with  pails  or  tub  closets  ..  2 

No.  of  houses  with  privies  1 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools  ..  ..  39 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewage 

disposal  plants . , . . 19 


- 6 - 


3.  SANITARY  AC  C OIvE'.'1 0 DAT  1 01 1 (Continued) 

Cb)  Cess-pools  and  Snail  Sewage  Disposal  Plants 

39  houses  and  bungalows  within  the  district  were  sited  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  district's  sowers  at  the  end  of  the  year;  all  these 
dwellings  are  drained  either  to  cesspools  or  small  sewage  disposal  plants. 

However,  work  was  in  progress  to  sewer  the  distant  Station  Road  and 
Royd  Moor  areas  of  Hemsworth  and  thereby  to  eliminate  22  cesspools  early 
in  1968.  The  Council's  Consultant  Engineers  were  also  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a scheme  for  the  sewering  of  4 houses,  together  with  Yfest 
Riding  County  Council  premises  at  Lane  Ends,  Fit z william,  and  a Contractor 
had  been  authorised  to  undertake  the  necessary  works  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  only  remaining  concentration  of  cesspools  will  eventually  be  at 
North  Walk,  Hemsworth,  with  a total  of  5 cesspools  and  one  small  sewage 
disposal  plant. 

An  old  300  gallon  "Eagle"  combined  street  gully  cleanser/cesspool 
emptier  which  had  been  in  regular  use  for  the  past  15  years  was  replaced 
during  the  year  by  a new  vehicle  with  a capacity  of  800  gallons.  This 
vehicle  will,  of  course,  deal  readily  with  the  remaining  cesspools  within 
the  district  but  will  now  give  more  attention  to  street  gully  cleansing 
than  has  been  the  practice  hitherto. 

It  may  not  be  practicable,  however,  to  sewer  Badsworth  Lane,  Hemsworth, 
and  certainly  not  to  sewer  outlying  farms  and  isolated  premises  in  the 
district;  cesspools  or  small  sewage  disi:>osal  plants  for  these  dwellings 
will  continue  in  use. 

Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  was  to  the  Council's  sewers  or  to  the 
disused  Rotherham  Road  Refuse  Tip. 

(c)  Drainage  - General  Position 

Sewage  Works  at  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  were  in  use  throughout 
1967  and  broadly  dealt  with  their  respective  areas 

The  Kinsley  Works  have  been  a source  of  concern  for  many  years;  while 
improvements  have  been  effected  to  the  Grove  Lane  Sewage  Works  at  Hemsworth, 
the  Council's  Consultant  Engineers  have  been  engaged  on  a complementary 
scheme  to  close  down  the  Kinsley  Sewage  Works  and  to  pump  sewage  from  the 
Kinsley  area  to  Hemsworth  for  treatment.  This  work  began  during  the  year 
and  was  expected  to  be  completed  early  in  1968. 

(d)  Public  Convcnienc e s 

There  has  been  a demand  for  public  conveniences  in  the  Cross  Hills  area 
of  Hemsworth  for  many  years.  The  problem  has  always  been  to  find  a suitable 
available  site.  It  is  worthy  of  record  that  a suitable  site  was  at  last 
obtained  during  the  year  and  that  the  construction  and  completion  of  a 
combined  conveniences  and  bus  shelter  quickly  followed  to  be  made  available 
for  use  during  December  of  the  year. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  damage  occurs  to  conveniences  by  vandals  and 
the  Council  i3  put  to  no  little  expense  in  maintaining  the  conveniences 
sited  within  the  district. 

R.  WATER  SUPPLY 


All  houses  within  the  district  enjoyed  a piped  supply  of  water  and  at 
no  tine  were  supplies  insufficient. 

Water  to  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks 
Department.  It  originates  from  the  River  Derwent  through  a series  of 
reservoirs  and  pumping  stations  and  ultimately  arrives  at  Ringstone  Hill 
Reservoir  via  the  Frickley  Pumping  Station.  million  gallons  of  water  are 
stored  at  Ringstone  Hill  some  4-00  ft.  above  sea-level,  and  at  this  height  a 
fairly  good  supply  of  water  pressure  is  maintained  to  the  whole  district. 
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I an  advised  that  the  daily  consumption  for  Henswor-th  averaged  about 
280,000  gallons,  and  for  the  Kinsley  and  Fit z william  areas  sone  160,000 
gallons,  to  give  an  average  daily  consumption  of  AA0,000  gallons  for  the 
urban  district,  approximating  to  30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  Water  Board  have  organised  supplies  to  allow  moorland  and  borehole 
waters  to  be  available  to  supplement  the  River  Derwent  supply  but 
generally  the  water  in  use  is  river  water  which  has  been  through  the 
processes  of  water  purification  to  produce  a safe  and  satisfactory  supply. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  river  supply  is  .2  parts  per 
million  as  against  the  Ministry  recommended  standard  of  .9  - 1.1  parts  per 
million;  moorland  and  borehole  supplies  from  Barnsley  have  a fluoride  content 
varying  between  .1  and  .2  parts  per  million.  A good  deal  of  controversy  has 
arisen  in  recent  years  with  regard  to  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  water 
supplies  where  the  content  falls  short  of  the  recommended  standard,  to  bring 
it  up  to  1 part  per  million;  this  controversy  has  extended  to  the  Barnsley 
Water  Board’s  area  and  some  constituent  authorities  with  the  Board  have 
urged  unsuccessfully  so  far,  that  the  recommended  standard  be  achieved. 

Sampling  of  the  towns  water  supply  is  not  usually  undertaken  by  my 
Department  unless  some  specific  complaint  is  made,  as  a routine  weekly 
sampling  of  the  supply  is  undertaken  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
various  points  within  the  urban  district  by  the  Water  Board;  I an  advised 
that  no  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  Board  also  undertakes  a monthly  chemical  analysis  of  the  water 
supply  within  the  district  to  ascertain  the  composition  of  the  water  and 
its  relative  degree  of  hardness  and  p.H.  value.  A few  years  ago,  when 
most  of  the  water  was  from  the  moorland  supply  it  x/as  considered  a "soft" 
water;  the  introduction  of  river  water  has  necessitated  the  provision  of 
a line  soda  treatment  by  the  distributors  to  reduce  the  "hardness"  from 
approximately  230  to  80  degrees;  the  water  at  this  degree  of  "hardness" 
is  considered  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  provision  of  a safe  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  is  taken  for 
granted  and  as  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  the  Board  and  its 
staff  must  be  congratulated  on  its  endeavours. 

5 • RATS  AMD  MIC5  CONTROL 


Inspections  and  treatments  of  likely  sources  of  infestation  during  the 
past  years,  and  particularly  by  making  use  of  "warfarin"  poison  during  this 
period,  have  undoubtedly  decimated  the  rat  and  mice  population,  not  only 
locally,  but  throughout  the  country.  There  were  no  known  major  rat  infestations 
within  the  district,  i;e.,  with  an  estimated  rat  population  of  above  ten. 

Many  minor  infestations,  usually  concerning  one  or  two  rats,  either  reported 
or  found,  were  given  attention. 

Inspections  of  allotments,  sewage  ?;orks,  the  refuse  tip  and  other 
likely  sources  must,  of  course,  continue  if  this  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  is  to  continue;  throughout  the  year  one  nan  was  employed  for 
virtually  the  whole  of  his  tine  on  rodent  control  work. 

A 10£j  test  of  the  sewer  manholes  of  the  district  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  for  evidence  of  rats:  only  10  manholes  throughout  the 
area  tested  showed  evidence  of  rats  and  these,  and  associated  manholes, 
wore  suitably  treated. 

It  has  been  reported  recently  that  rats  in  some  areas  of  the  country 
have  shown  resistance  to  "warfarin"  poison  and  this  has  given  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food's  Rodent  Control  Department  the  urgent 
task  to  find  an  effective  alternative  poison.  However,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  resistance  to  "warfarin"  locally  and  it  will  continue  to  be 
used,  and  no  doubt  with  the  same  measure  of  success  as  has  been  achieved 
since  its  introduction  a few  years  ago. 


4 

3 


- 8 - 

The  following  information  was  given  in  the  1967  Annual  Return  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food:- 

Non  Agricultural  Agricultural 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . . 

(ii)  Mice  . . 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification  

(b)  Humber  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . . .. 

(ii)  Mice  .. 

6.  FACTORIES 


50 

14 

3 

98 

27 

4 


22 

10 


There  are  two  types  of  factories  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factories  Aot, 
1961,  i.e.,  mechanical  and  non-mechanical.  The  mechanical  factories  use  power 
for  the  aotual  operation  of  the  factory  work.  There  we re  38  premises  registered 
as  factories  in  1967  and  of  these  seven  were  associated  with  building  sites  and, 
of  course,  were  only  temporary  factories  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

Almost  all  the  factory  premises  within  the  district  have  been  established 
for  many  years  and  long  ago  were  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Act  so  that  inspections  generally  relate  to  ensuring  that  premises  are  maintained 
in  a clean  and  satisfactory  manner. 

As  in  past  years,  there  was  a tendency  towards  carelessness  in  the 
supervision  of  sanitary  accommodation  in  some  instances  and  visits  of  inspection 
were,  of  course,  necessary  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  standards  were  maintained. 


Heating  arrangements  at  one  factory  during  the  winter  months  were  a cause 
for  concern  and  were  eventually  remedied  during  the  year.  The  actual  factory 
working  conditions  are  within  the  control  of  the  Factory  Inspectorate  centred 
at  Sheffield,  whose  inspectors  visited  the  district  from  time  to  time. 

The  following  information  is  relevant  to  the  inspection  of  factories  for 
the  year  1967  for  the  urban  district. 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


(1) 


Humber 

on 

Register 

(2) 


Humber  of 


! Inspections  1 Written 
1 Hotices 

(3)  : M 


Occupiers 

prosocutedi 

(5)  | 

-4 


......  , 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  j 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities  (i.e., 
factories  with  no  mechanical 
power)  i 

— 

5 

u 

18 

2 

i 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  1 
by  Local  Authority  (sanitary 
accommodation  i.e,,  factories 
with  mechanical  power) 

2 6 

u 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  | 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

■ 

7 

14 

6 

- 

; Total 

1 1 

r . . 

38 

73 

16 

- 

4 


Jl 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


| Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Particulars 

(1) 

, 

Referred 

! i 

Found  , Remedied  } To  H*M.  By  H.M. 

j Inspector  Inspector 

(2)  ! (3)  1 (0  | (5) 

1 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

9 9 

Overcrowding 

i 

- - 

- 

- 

— 

1 Unreasonable 
temperature 

" 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

! 

i 

1 

1 

[___  -j 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

| 

! 

! 

j 

j 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

3 ; 3 

- 

*• 

3 3 

i 

i 

i 

1 

: 

i 

i 

! • • i ! 

Total  16  16  - j - 

i i 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  Home  Work  (Sections  133  and  134 

This  is  a reference  to  persons  who  undertake  certain  classes  of  factory 
work  at  home.  Owners  of  factories  are  obliged  to  notify  the  local  authority 
concerned  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  people  who  undertake  this  work  on 
their  behalf.  There  was  no  record  of  any  person  employed  as  an  outworker 
within  the  district  during  the  year. 

7.  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 , requires  that  owners 
or  occupiers  of  premises  employing  persons  for  longer  than  21  hours  weekly 
shall  be  registered  with  the  Council:  legislation  is  designed  to  ensure  a 
satisfactory  working  environment. 

All  shop  and  office  premises  subject  to  this  Act  have  now  been  registered 
and  inspected.  As  new  shops  or  office  premises  are  occupied  they  also  require 
to  be  registered. 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Act  concern  the  safety  and  welfare  of  employees 
and  lay  down  standards  for  the  satisfactory  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation 
of  office  and  shop  premises,  and  standards  for  washing  facilities  and  sanitary 
accommodation.  First-aid  equipment  must  be  provided  and  maintained  available 
for  use.  Dangerous  machinery  or  equipment  must  be  adequately  safeguarded  and 
any  accident  incapacitating  an  employee  for  more  than  three  days  must  be 
reported  to  the  Council. 

Premises  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  must  be  maintained  at  a 
temperature  of  not  less  than  60.5  F after  the  first  hour  of  working  and  this 
was  not  met  in  several  shops  in  periods  of  very  cold  weather.  Some  were  found 
to  be  well  below  the  required  temperature  and  in  one  instance  a reading  of 
33  F was  recorded.  Owners  or  occupiers  concerned  in  these  cases  were 
immediately  asked  to  provide  the  necessary  heating  facilities. 


lo  - 


The  Factory  Inspectorate  at  Sheffield  i3  responsible  for  the  Council's 
own  offices,  the  West  Riding  County  Council  Offices,  Police  Offices  and 
Crown  premises. 

The  following  information  was  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Department  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  year  under  review. 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Total  number  of 

Number  of  registered 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  premises 

1 premises  receiving  a 

at  end  of  year 

general  inspection 

i during  the  year 

v 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

I 

Offices 

16 

! 9 

Retail  shops 

58 

1 « 

Wholosalo  shops,  warehouses 

3 

i 3 

Catering  establishments  open 

i 

i 

to  the  public,  canteens 

7 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Total 

-t 

CO 

j " 1 ' 

58 

TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by 
Ifrispoctors  to  Registered  premises 

206 


TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in 
Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

(1)  j 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

i 

40 

Retail  shops 

I 

110 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

3 

i- 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

! 

40 

Canteens 

i 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

j 

- 

Total 

193 

Total  Males 

45 

Total  Females 

148 

Visits  and  regular  re-visits  of  inspection  are,  of  course,  required  to  all 
registered  premises  to  ensure  that  the  standards  and  conditions  laid  down  are 
fully  met  at  all  times.  There  is  a good  deal  of  work  required  here  and  it  was 
not  possible  to  deal  with  it  completely  during  the  year.  Attention  was  given 
to  those  premises  found  to  be  below  the  standards  required  when  the  initial 
inspections  were  made. 
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8.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

As  in  past  years  enquiries  ?/ere  made  into  case  histories  of  all  reported 
notifiable  diseases  e.g.  dysentery,  and  where  necessary  faeces  samples  were 
submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  suspect  patients 
and  contacts  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield. 

9.  PETROLEUM  STORAGE 

The  licensing  of  all  premises  storing  petroleum  continued  to  be  undertaken 
by  my  Department.  Licences  are  issued  annually  to  the  owners  of  the  premises 
concerned  and  a licence  fee  is  required  dependent  upon  the  quantities  stored. 

A licence  is  not  issued  until  each  applicant’s  storage  arrangements  have 
been  inspected  by  a Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Counoil 
and  his  report  affirms  that  the  premises  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations. 

15  premises  wore  licensed  within  the  urban  district  during  19^7 • 
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SECTION  II 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  ADMINISTRATION 

There  were  109  food  shops  and  food  preparation  premises  within  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  all  were  required  to  comply  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  introduced  in  i960  to  ensure  a clean 
food  supply. 

Registration  of  food  premises  is  not  yet  required  hy  existing 
legislation  although  Town  and  Country  Planning  legislation  must  be  satisfied 
where  new  premises  are  involved  or  where  there  is  a change  of  use  from 
other  premises  to  shop  premises. 

375  visits  of  inspection  we re  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year. 

The  satisfactory  handling  of  food  depends  essentially  upon  the  care  and 
interest  taken  by  the  shop-keeper  and  his  assistants,  and,  of  course, 
hygienic  premises  alone  will  not  compensate  for  careless  personal  standards 
in  food  handling.  It  is  unfortunate  that  open  foods  (i.e.,  foods  which  are 
to  be  eaten  without  further  preparation)  are  likely  to  be  contaminated 
whenever  they  are  handled  and  should  they  be  placed  in  a position  where 
they  may  be  attacked  by  flies,  wasps  and  other  insects. 

Where  contraventions  of  the  regulations  are  noted,  shop-keepers  are 
asked  to  comply  and  invariably  do  so  promptly;  the  emphasis  is  always  on 
advise  in  the  actual  handling  of  food  and  too  much  cannot  be  made  of  this 
particular  point. 

The  practice  of  storing  food  at  ground  level  dies  hard;  it  places 
food  at  risk  by  contamination  from  dogs  and  cats  in  particular  and  reflects 
a lack  of  appreciation  of  the  whole  problem  of  ensuring  clean  food  by  the 
food  handlers  concerned. 

Generally,  however,  food  shops  within  the  district  maintain  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  food  hygiene.  I think  that  there  is  now  a 
lively  awareness  everywhere  to  protect  food  against  contamination  and, 
of  course,  the  average  housewife  should  insist  on  a high  standard  of  food 
hygiene . 

Vans  retailing  food  throughout  the  district  must  also  maintain  a high 
standard  of  food  hygiene.  Retailers  require  to  be  registered  by  the  Council 
registration  may  be  refused  or  revoked  if  a satisfactory  standard  is  not 
achieved.  Some  vans  travel  into  the  district  from  other  districts  and  are 
not  readily  available  for  inspection,  while  others  often  retail  to  late 
hours.  All  retailers  are  made  aware  of  the  standards  laid  down  by  current 
regulations  and  in  the  main  they  comply  satisfactorily.  However,  one  van 
gave  rise  to  concern  and  the  food  retailer  responsible  was  advised  that 
his  registration  could  be  withdrawn  unless  he  met  the  required  standard; 
the  van  was  considerably  improved  but  the  standard  was  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  retailer  and  he  voluntarily  went  out  of  business. 

The  Council  allows  the  use  of  a few  stalls  at  a small  open  market  at 
Hemsworth  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  food.  There  are  no  suitable  hot  and  cold 
water  facilities  available  and,  as  a result,  applications  for  the  use  of 
stalls  for  the  sale  of  open  foods  and  particularly  fish  have  to  be  refused. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Contamination  of  food  occurs  from  time  to  time.  This  is  inevitable  in 
so  vast  an  industry  and  perhaps  the  wonder  is  that  reports  of  contamination 
are  so  remarkably  few,  although  it  must  be  accepted  that  not  every  instance 
of  contamination  is  reported  by  the  food  purchaser. 


One  report  only  of  food  contamination  was  received  during  the  year.  and 
this  concerned  a small  nail  found  in  a blackberry  pie  baked  and  sold  from  a 
shop  within  the  district;  the  blackberries  were  imported  and  obviously  hid 
the  offending  nail  so  that  the  local  baker  played  an  innocent  part  in  the 
proceedings.  After  an  investigation  the  Council  did  not  pursue  the  matter 
to  the  Courts. 
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The  following  tables  are  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  this 
heading  and  the  relevant  information  is  shown: - 


The 


xtegulations  9 1965 


Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district 
Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  Alpha- 
Amylase  test  ..  .. 


Number  of  premises  . . . . 

Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16 

(provision  of  hand-washing  facilities)  

Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies 
(provision  of  facilities  for  washing  food  and 

equipment ) 

Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 


Nil 

Nil 


109 

109 

41 

41 


Poultry  Inspection 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  - Nil 


Owners  of  land  at  Kinsley  have  advised  that  it  is  their  intention 
to  establish  a poultry  packing  station  there  as  soon  as  economic 
conditions  allow.  However,  it  is  not  expected  that  a station  will  be 
established  before  1970. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

All  meat  and  associated  offal  requires  to  be  inspected  for  fitness  for 
human  consumption  before  sale  and  the  trade  i3  peculiar  in  this  respect. 

Cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  at  four  slaughterhouse  premises  within 
the  district  by  licensed  slaughtermen;  as  these  animals  are  subject  to 
infection  and  parasitic  conditions  which  render  meat  unfit  for  food,  an 
inspection  of  each  carcase  and  its  associated  organs  is  undertaken  as  a 
matter  of  public  health  work  by  the  local  authority. 

Inspection  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
appropriate  Ministry  Department  and  follows  a routine  standard  system 
involving  each  carcase  and  its  associated  organs  e.g.,  heart,  lungs,  liver 
etc.  This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  qualified  Inspectors  of  the  Department. 
Carcases  and  offal  found  to  be  fit  for  food  are  stamped  in  accordance  with  the 
current  regulations,  and  a charge  is  made  of  Is.  Od.,  for  each  cattle  inspected, 
6d.  for  each  pig  and  3d.  for  each  sheep.  Diseased  and  parasitic  meat  and  offal 
are,  of  course,  condemned  and  disposed  of  suitably  to  prevent  its  use  for 
human  consumption. 

Meat  inspection  is  required  daily  at  the  largest  slaughterhouse  within 
the  district  and  is  required  as  and  when  animals  are  slaughtered  at  the  three 
smaller  slaughterhouses.  This  entails  inspection  work  outside  normal  office 
hours  and  invariably  every  Saturday  throughout  the  year  to  maintain  a full 
meat  inspection  service.  A high  quality  of  animal  is  slaughtered  within  the 
district  and,  as  a result,  diseased  carcases  and  offal  are  relatively  small 
in  number.  Tuberculosis,  once  the  scourge  of  cattle,  is  now  rarely  met 
with  in  the  local  slaughterhouses , and  when  it  does  occur,  creates  considerable 
interest  at  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food’s  Animal  Health 
Division  at  Harrogate  where  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  trace  the  herd  from 
which  the  affected  animal  came. 

Parasitic  conditions  were  the  principal  reasons  for  condemnation  of 
offals,  particularly  beast  livers  and  sheep  lungs;  associated  carcases 
were  rarely  affected  to  any  degree.  These  particular  parasites  do  not 
affect  man;  however,  a routine  inspection  is  undertaken  for  the  cystic 
stage  of  a tape  worn  which  does  affect  man,  and  when  this  condition  is 
found  the  affected  carcase  part  - usually  the  head  or  heart  - is  condemned 
and  the  remaining  carcase  put  into  cold  storage. 
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The  following  tallies  are  relevant  to  meat  inspection  work  within  your 
district  during  1967:- 


Location  of  Slaughterhouses 

Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

1. 

Market  Street,  Hemsworth 

1323 

1 

1402 

4968 

2 

2. 

King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth 

179 

179 

304 

- 

3. 

"Springfield  Villa"  Hemsworth 

152 

135 

329 

4. 

Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth 

267 

72 

7p5 

- 

Total 

2121 

1788 

6366 

- 

2 

- 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

1 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed 

1814 

307 

2 

6366 

1788 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

1814 

307 

2 

6366 

1783 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Yftiole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

No.  of  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

969 

110 

1 

2042 

331 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

53.-4° 

35-8/0 

50/* 

32.1% 

18.3% 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.  06fo 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

22 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

4 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

i 

Among  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 


1967  were  the  following: - 
Cattle 

36  Heads 

10  Tongues  . . 

403  Livers  . . 

648  Part  Livers 
146  Lungs  . . 

21  Udders 

11  Hearts  . . 


Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  royir; 
Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  Lo-’ia 
Cirrhosis,  Abscesses,  etc. 
Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action) 
Parasitic , Inflammation  etc . 
Inflammation 
Inflammation,  C.  Bo vis. 

Pyaemia 


4 part  carcases 
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305  Lungs  Inflammation 

51  Livers  Inflammation 

18  Heads  Tuberculosis  and  abscesses 


2 whole  carcases  and  8 part  carcases  - Pyaemia 
Sheep 


2030  Lungs  Parasitic,  Abscesses,  Inflammation 

94  Livers  Parasitic. 

1 part  carcase  . . . , , . Fyaemia 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  unfit  for  human  consumption  was 
estimated  to  be  6 tons. 


All  four  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  annually.  They  must  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  regulations  in  force  to  ensure  a satisfactory  standard  of 
hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  awaiting  slaughter. 

Inspections  are  made  not  only  by  my  Department  but  annually  by  an 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Three  of  the 
four  slaughterhouses  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  to  a satisfactory 
standard  but  the  fourth  fell  short  of  these  requirements  and  the  owner  was 
required  to  undertake  T/orks  of  improvement. 

18  men  were  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  and  the  standard  of  dressing  of  carcases  was  satisfactory. 

As  may  be  imagined  the  disposal  of  waste  material  from  the  four 
slaughterhouses  is  no  mean  undertaking.  The  contents  of  stomachs  and 
intestines  is,  in  the  main,  passed  directly  into  the  Council’s  sewers. 

Other  waste  materials,  including  condemned  meat  and  offals  are  collected 
by  traders  specialising  in  the  conversion  of  such  material  into  animal 
fertilisers  and  this  is  achieved  after  a process  of  sterilisation  at  the 
processing  plants  concerned  either  at  Pontefract  or  Doncaster. 

Removal  of  waste  materials  is  undertaken  when  slaughtering  work  has 
been  completed  and,  as  a result,  no  nuisance  occurs  from  this  source  at  any 
of  the  four  slaughterhouses. 

The  largest  slaughterhouse  incorporates  a meat  wholesaling  business  and 
the  distribution  of  meat  to  butcher's  shops  is  by  vans  specially  fitted  to 
enable  the  carcases  and  offal  to  be  conveyed  in  an  hygienic  manner.  There 
was  no  cause  for  concern  in  this  respect  during  the  year. 

(c)  Milk  Production  and  Sale 

Two  small  bottling  establishments  within  the  district  continued  in 
operation  throughout  the  year  and  were  licensed  for  this  purpose  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council.  All  other  milk  produced  in  the  district  is 
collected  by  one  or  other  of  the  large  Dairy  Companies  operating  in  adjacent 
towns  and  is  subjected  to  heat  treatment  before  bottling. 

Milk  sold  within  the  district  was  bottled  and  delivered  by  the  large 
Dairies  in  pint  glass  bottles  as  one  or  other  of  the  designated  milks  viz., 
"Pasteurised" , "T.T.  Pasteurised"  or  "T.T.  Raw  Milk":  the  two  bottling 
establishments  actually  retailed  milk  outside  the  district. 

Where  milk  has  been  subjected  to  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation,  it 
is,  of  course,  free  from  harmful  bacteria.  Untreated  milk  supplies  may 
contain  an  organism  known  as  Brucella  Abortus  which  is  responsible  for  an 
unpleasant  infection  in  human  beings,  and  consequently  raw  milk  supplies  require 
to  be  subjected  to  tests  for  this  organism.  The  milk  supply  of  one  of  the 
local  milk  producers  was  reported  to  be  affected  on  one  occasion  during  the 
year  and  the  herd  in  question  was  tested  and  the  affected  cow  traced  and 
removed . 
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(o)  Milk  Production  and  Sale  (Continued) 

The  Dairy  Companies  have  a problem  in  ensuring  that  the  bottles  used 
for  milk  are  sterile;  unfortunately,  some  bottles  are  returned  to  the  Dairies 
having  contained  oil  and  a variety  of  obnoxious  liquids,  and,  of  course, 
considerable  care  has  to  be  taken  to  avoid  contamination  of  the  milk. 

Ideally,  customers  should  return  milk  bottles  in  a clean  and  undamaged  condition. 
Ho  complaints  were  received  about  the  milk  supply  from  the  large  Dairy 
Companies  during  the  year  and  this  is  a measure  of  the  high  standard  set  by  the 
Dairies  concerned. 

Sampling  of  milk,  other  than  the  specific  instance  referred  to,  was  not 
undertaken  within  the  district  to  avoid  duplication,  as  this  work  was 
undertaken  by  Local  Authorities  at  the  Dairy  premises  outside  the  district. 

(d)  Ice  -cream 

Almost  all  food  shops  within  the  district  sold  wrapped  ice-cream  from  a 
refrigerator  within  their  premises,  and  they  were  required  to  be  registered 
for  this  purpose.  Ho  ice-cream  was  manufactured  within  the  district,  supplies 
being  delivered  from  large  manufacturing  plants  in  the  large  towns  often  many 
miles  away.  However,  modem  refrigeration  plants  almost  invariably  ensure  a safe 
supply  and  manufacturing  processing  plants  are  subjected  by  the  local  authorities 
concerned  to  stringent  hygienic  standards. 

"Loose"  ice-cream  (unwrapped)  continued  to  have  a brisk  sale  within  the 
district  and  was  sold  entirely  from  mobile  vans;  its  manufacture  is  carefully 
controlled  but  contamination  is  possible  by  careless  handling  by  the  van 
salesmen  who  must  exercise  the  strictest  personal  hygiene. 

Ho  complaints  were  received  about  ice-cream  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  ice-cream  are  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the 
local  authorities  within  whose  areas  manufacturing  plants  are  situate  and, 
accordingly  sampling  was  not  undertaken  locally  to  avoid  duplication  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 
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sect i on  III 
AIR  POLLUTION 

Almost  every  house  within  the  district  burned  coal  as  the  principal 
source  of  heating,  and  as  over  if, 000  domestic  chimneys  emitted  smoke  at  a 
fairly  low  level  there  was  much  air  pollution.  This  is  readily  seen  in  areas 
of  concentrated  properties  where  domestic  smoke  creates  a nuisance  for  the 
housewife  on  wash-days  and  is  responsible  for  additional  work  in  the  home  to 
maintain  a clean  living  standard. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  envisaged  setting  up  ''Smoke  Control  Areas” 
within  which  bituminous  coal  would  not  be  used  as  a source  of  house  heating. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  at  the  present  time  coal  cannot  be  burnt  on  the  open 
domestic  fire  without  creating  a smoke  nuisance;  to  cease  to  burn  coal 
locally  and  to  utilise  smokeless  fuels,  whether  solid  fuels,  gas,  electricity 
or  oil,  constitutes  a major  change  in  the  way  of  living  and  a complete  break 
from  tradition.  The  burning  of  coal  in  this  way  is  wasteful  and  inefficient 
and  it  is  estimated  that  some  75%  - 80 % of  the  heat  produced  is  lost. 

Cities  and  towns  throughout  the  country  are  making  progress  towards  complete 
smoke  control  and  there  are  now  towns  within  Yorkshire  which  are  completely 
"smokeless"  and  cities  the  size  of  Sheffield  and  Leeds  are  well  on  the  way: 
opposition  has  been  met  but  it  is  known  that  the  majority  of  the  townspeople 
brought  within  a smoke  control  area,  would  not  wish  to  revert  to  the  old 
conditions. 

I regret  to  say  that  locally  there  appears  to  be  almost  a total  lack  of 
interest  amongst  the  townspeople  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  air  pollution. 
Invariably  there  is  approval  for  the  idea;  almost  without  exception  people 
"believe"  in  clean  air,  but  feel  that  it  cannot  apply  to  a colliery  district. 
Many  South  Yorkshire  towns  are  disproving  this,  colliery  areas  are  being  made 
"smokeless"  with  the  attendant  benefits  of  cleaner  and  brighter  towns.  I 
have  made  no  comment  here  about  the  health  hazard  associated  with  air  polluted 
atmosphere,  but  it  must  bo  suggested  that  a dirty  atmosphere  cannot  be  other 
than  injurious  to  health. 

There  were  no  industrial  sources  of  smoke  pollution  of  any  consequence 
within  the  district  throughout  the  year.  All  such  plants  have  either  been 
rendered  smokeless  or  have  changed  to  other  forms  of  heating,  and,  as  a 
result,  no  serious  difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  year.  However, 
the  chimney  serving  the  Brickworks  at  Hemsworth,  was  found  to  be  defective 
and  the  construction  of  a new  chimney  to  an  approved  height  began  during  the 
year. 

Motor  transport  adds  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  pollution  to  the 
atmosphere.  It  is  a very  real  problem  within  cities.  Within  your  district, 
pollution  is  localised  and  noticeable  especially  with  diesel  transport  on  the 
hills.  Much  of  the  diesel  smoke  nuisance  could  be  reduced  by  better 
maintenance  of  vehicles. 

Reading  of  air  pollution  continued  at  Vale  Head  Park  and  at  Adiscombe 
House,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth.  The  gauge  at  the  Park  gives  an  estimated 
sootfall  for  that  part  of  the  district  and  the  figures  shown  give  some  little 
idea  of  the  pollution  within  the  district:  the  readings  would  bo  considerably 
higher  in  the  areas  of  concentrated  house  properties. 

The  daily  readings  at  Adiscombe  House  are  rather  technical  and  give  a 
more  accurate  picture:  an  interested  person  would  no  doubt  be  most  surprised 
to  see  the  way  in  which  a small  white  filter  paper  reacted  to  a measured 
amount  of  air  drawn  through  it  in  the  course  of  24  house,  especially  when  ho 
realised  that  this  would  be  the  amount  of  air  he  would  breathe  in  24  hours. 

Sootfall  readings  and  pollution  figures  are  shown  below  in  comparison 
with  figures  from  past  years 

(i)  Sootfall  readings  - Valo  Head  Parle  Tons  per  square  milo 


1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 


120.31 

123.74 

148.00 

122.72 


- 18  - 


(ii)  Adiscombe 

s House, 

Barnsley  Road 

Smoke 

Results 

I.Iicrc 

•grams  pc 

5r  cu. 

metre 

Highest 

No. 

of  Days 

Average 

Daily 

Exceeding  . 

Reading 

500 

1,000 

Jan. 

929 

4 

Feb. 

186 

616 

1 

- 

March 

- 

315 

- 

- 

April 

133 

427 

- 

- 

May 

- 

255 

- 

- 

June 

66 

122 

- 

- 

July 

32 

150 

- 

- 

Aug. 

70 

138 

- 

- 

Sept. 

- 

248 

- 

- 

Oct. 

No  figures  available 

Nov. 

357 

1236 

5 

2 

Dec. 

224 

924 

3 

- 

L>-  Hemsworth 

Sulphur  Dioxide  Results 
Miorograms  per  ou.  metre 


Daily 

Lverage 

Highest 

No. 

of  Days 

Smoke/!: 

Kead^ 

Exceeding 
500  1,000 

Ratio 

. 

410 

mm 

.31 

117 

340 

- 

- 

1.59 

- 

181 

- 

- 

- 

97 

201 

- 

- 

1.37 

- 

174 

- 

- 

- 

65 

222 

- 

- 

1.02 

76 

157 

- 

- 

.68 

80 

163 

- 

- 

.99 

- 

241 

- 

— 

— 

234 

562 

2 

— 

1.53 

168 

455 

- 

- 

1.33 
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SECTION  IV 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A weekly  refuse  collection  service  was  provided  to  all  household0  and 
"business  premises  within  the  district  throughout  the  year.  There  were 
occasions,  due  to  shortage  of  staff,  breakdown  of  vehicles  and  severe  weather 
conditions  when  the  service  was  under  pressure,  nevertheless  the  refuse 
collectors  undertook  a difficult  job  satisfactorily. 

More  paper  in  domestic  refuse  has  increased  the  bulk  of  refuse  to  be 
collected.  However,  refuse  tends  to  be  heavy  due  to  its  large  ash  content 
as  one  would  expect  in  a colliery  district,  although  this  has  decreased 
during  the  past  few  years.  It  is  essential  that  the  vehicles  in  use  for 
collection  shall  be  fitted  with  compression  units  in  view  of  the  bulky 
nature  of  the  refuse,  and  three  such  vehicles  were  in  use  throughout  the 
year.  One  was  of  35  cu.  yd.  capacity,  the  other  two  of  20  cu.  yd.  capacity. 
Two  of  the  vehicles  were  in  regular  daily  service  while  the  third  acted  as  a 
spare  vahicle. 

Maintenance  of  vehicles  is  always  a problem  as  vehicles  age,  and  costs 
tend  to  mount  steeply  to  cause  concern.  This  work  was  undertaken  by  local 
garages,  in  the  absence  of  a direct  repair  works  service.  It  was  undertaken 
satisfactorily  and  at  no  time  were  there  delays  due  to  the  inability  of  the 
garages  to  cope  with  the  works  required.  The  whole  position  with  regard  to 
maintenance  and  the  costs  incurred  was  investigated  during  the  year  and 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  Increased  labour  charges  and  perhaps 
a tendancy  to  keep  vehicles  in  service  too  long  were  the  main  factors  for 
attention  and  the  Council  were  giving  consideration  to  adopting  a policy  of 
renewing  vehicles  at  more  frequent  intervals. 

Unlike  many  local  authorities,  the  Council  was  fortunate  in  being  able 
to  retain  its  refuse  collection  staff,  and  many  of  the  refuse  collectors  have 
been  with  the  Department  now  for  a number  of  years.  This  continuity  of 
service  is  one  of  the  main  factors  in  providing  a satisfactory  refuse 
collection  service. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  i.e.,  refuse  was  laid 
in  strips  some  15  yards  wide  at  an  approximate  depth  of  6 ft.,  and  was 
suitably  covered  as  tho  tip  advanced.  The  tipping  site  is  at  Pontefract  Eoad 
onto  a 10  acre  field  which  is  subject  to  extensive  flooding  in  periods  of  wet 
weather:  the  tipping  operation  is  virtually  one  of  land  reclamation:  soil 
is  removed  in  advance  of  tipping,  stored  and  re-laid  on  tho  tip  surface.  The 
farmer  concerned  already  has  the  use  of  some  5 acres  of  reclaimed  land  and  is 
well  satisfied  with  the  elevated  land  he  has  now  repossessed.  As  refuse  breaks 
down  considerably  in  decomposition  it  is  estimated  that  the  present  site  will 
continue  to  be  available  for  at  least  a further  four  years  before  its 
boundaries  are  reached. 

A J.C.B.  excavator  is  in  daily  use  levelling  refuse  and  removing  and 
relaying  soil  and,  by  its  use,  refuse  disposal  presents  few  problems. 

I am  always  pleased  to  receive  loads  of  soil  and  sub-soil  from  any 
source  at  the  tip  for  covering  purposes  and  contractors  are  welcome  to  use 
the  tip  for  this  purpose. 

The  Council  has  given  consideration  to  future  tipping  sites  and  a 
disused  railway  cutting  at  Brackenhill,  within  the  urban  district,  has  been 
bought  for  this  purpose;  the  cutting  should  provide  tipping  accommodation 
for  at  least  a further  20  years  at  the  present  rate  of  refuse  disposal. 

Refuse  storage  at  each  household  within  the  district  was  by  means  of  the 
2-g-  or  3 cu.  ft.  galvanised  iron  dustbin,  although  two  blocks  of  flats  for  old 
persons,  owned  by  the  Council,  have  been  provided  with  paper  sacks  for  this 
purpose.  While  many  authorities  outside  colliery  areas  have  replaced  the 
metal  dustbin  by  paper  sacks,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  this  will  occur 
within  your  district  in  the  foreseeable  future.  Plastic  bins  are  appearing 
on  the  market  and  may  have  a future:  one  consideration  must  be  the  dead  weight 
of  some  22  lbs.  of  the  metal  bin  which,  of  course,  has  always  to  be  lifted  by 
the  refuse  collector. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Co st s 


The  costs  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  ending 
of  March,  1968  are  as  follows 


1.  V/ages  

2.  Materials,  Protective  Clothing  etc. 

3.  Diesel  Fuel,  Petrol,  Repairs, 

Insurance  and  Licences  ..  .. 

4.  Use  of  earth  moving  equipment 

5.  Rates,  Depot  etc.  


£ . s ♦ d . 

11,972  18  4 

257  19  2 


3,210 

539 


8 

7 


5 

0 


„ . 35  M i7„io 

16,016  10  9 


Salvage 

Suitable  waste  paper  has  been  salvaged  from  refuse,  and  particularly 
shop  refuse,  since  1940.  One  man  has  been  employed  baling  paper  and  in 
recent  years  he  has  made  use  of  an  electrically  operated  paper  baler. 
Incidentally,  Mr.  F.  Foster,  the  man  employed,  retired  during  the  year 
after  completing  25  years  service  with  the  Council. 

Receipts  for  the  sale  of  waste  paper  have  rarely  approached  the  costs 
incurred  in  baling  it,  and  when  collection  costs  have  been  added  the 
operation  has  been  min  at  a loss,  as  was  shown  when  an  investigation  into 
the  costs  of  waste  paper  collection  and  baling  was  undertaken  during  the 
year.  Furthermore,  the  premises  used  for  baling  paper  have  long  been 
unsatisfactory  and  when  a.  scheme  for  a suitable  replacement  was  drawn  up 
it  was  found  to  be  prohibitive  in  cost.  Both  facts  taken  together  suggested 
that  a separate  waste  paper  collection  for  baling  was  iapraotioabla 
Accordingly,  the  Council  decided  to  dispose  of  all  waste  paper  at  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 

Waste  paper  salvaged  and  sold  during  1967  amounted  to  50  tons  llcwts., 

3 qrs.,  realising  £479  15s.  10d.,  at  an  average  price  of  £9  5s.  Od.  per 

ton. 


It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  since  the  Council  began  salvaging 
waste  paper  in  1940,  1363  tons  16  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  of  waste  paper  have  been 
sold  realising  £10,059  18s.  7d. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

This  Act  was  introduced  during  the  year  and  within  its  legislation 
contained  provision  for  the  orderly  disposal  of  disused  vehicles  and 
equirnorifc  nn<9  other  rubbish.  Pnr-b  of  tho  Act  came  into  operation  in 
August. 

Abandoned  cars  ha.ve  already  presented  a disposal  problem  and  it  is 
realised  that  they  will  create  a bigger  problem  in  future  years.  In 
addition,  the  practice  of  dumping  rubbish  at  various  parts  of  the  district 
in  isolated  spots  has  also  grown  in  recent  years.  This  Act  is  designed  to 
assist  local  authorities  to  deal  with  offenders  and  lays  down  heavy  fines 
for  offences  of  this  description.  Nevertheless  the  practice  of  dumping 
rubbish  and  vehicles  has  continued  and  it  seems  virtually  impossible  to 
stop  it.  From  time  to  time  it  beoomes  necessary  to  despatch  a vehicle  to 
clear  up  unsightly  areas.  This  work  should  not  be  necessary  as  the  Council 
is  always  ready  to  remove  rubbish  of  all  types  by  request.  A Monk  Bretton 
vehicle  wrecking  firm  co-operated  extremely  well  throughout  the  year  in 
removing  abandoned  cars  and  was  prepared  to  remove  them  free  of  charge 
on  most  occasions. 
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CONCLUSION 

May  I complete  this  report  by  expressing  my  appreciation  for-. the 
interest  shown  in  the  work  of  the  Department  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council.  It  is  ex±remely  important  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staff  and  members  of  other 
Departments  and  I found  this  to  be  willingljr  given  at  all  times. 

A happy  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department  at  Adiscombe  House  and  I am  grateful  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 

My  special  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  H.  Bush  who  continued  to  be 
employed  part-time  throughout  the  year  as  Secretary-Shorthand/Typist, 
and  whose  help,  once  again,  was  invaluable  in  the  preparation  and 
presentation  of  this  particular  report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SEAL 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


' 


